United States ITU Association

Board Meeting

October 15, 2008, 9:30 AM

Pillsbury Winthrop ShawPittman LLP

Conference Room 1G
2300 N Street, NW, Washington, DC  20037

MINUTES
1.
Opening Remarks – Ben Fisher
Ben Fisher served as Acting Chair and opened the meeting, welcoming those participating. The following Board members were present in person or on the phone: Ben Fisher, Audrey Allison, Leslie Martinkovics, David Leive, Gary Fishman, Jennifer Manner.  Also attending was Cherie Mills, Association Administrator.  Ben noted that a quorum of the directors was not present.
2.
Updates:

· Council Prepraration and CITEL Funding – Audrey Allison
Audrey Allison reported on the Council Prep meeting held on October 14.  No direct action proposals were suggested.  Audrey will represent the Association on U.S. Council Delegation and Board members present agreed to send Dick Beaird a letter, requested by him, recommending her appointment as representative of the Association.  Since there was not a quorum of Board members present, Ben Fisher, serving as Acting Chair, agreed to solicit other Board members approval before sending the letter (later completed with full board approval).

The Board also discussed the idea circulating among some government officials that the T Sector (or some of its functions) should be spun of and separated from the normal ITU policies and procedures.  It was agreed to monitor this carefully as it could have profound effect upon ITU structure, operation and financing.

· Pending Meetings and Policy Matters – Gary Fishman, Leslie Martinkovics
Gary Fishman reported on U.S. preparatory efforts for the upcoming WTSA meeting later this month and noted several matters under consideration, including proposals for restructuring T Sector study groups and several policy issues under consideration that would not involve standard setting.  He noted that U.S. industry has been and will be directly involved in U.S. policy development.

Leslie Martinkovics led a discussion on several other important issues before the WTSA, following up on his discussion at last month’s Board meeting, including “Network Externalities”, Recommendation D 50, role of ITU in Internet Development, ITR’s, establishment of regional groups focusing on tariffs and charges.  On most of the matters discussed by Gary and Leslie, U.S. Government policy positions are similar to U.S. industry positions, though these subjects will have to be carefully monitored.

3.
Treasurer's Report - Leslie Martinkovics
Leslie reported on the Association’s current financial status, and noted that our cash on hand at this point is $6,926.63, about $4,000 less than a year ago at this time, but still enough to get through the rest of the current year.  There remains close to ten members who have not paid dues for this year and Leslie will follow up on these delinquencies.

5.
Old Business
There was a brief discussion of the upcoming 2008 Annual Meeting to be held in December on the issues of timing, elections and policy matters warranting discussion.

4.
New Business
Several Board members suggested a general proposal to improve our performance as an Association, increase our member involvement and encourage new member development.  Namely, to hold a series of membership meetings in the next several months, inviting government officials and other experts to discuss matters of importance to our members.  One specific proposal was to invite David Gross and Dick Beaird of the CIP to our Annual Meeting, with a luncheon scheduled for immediately after our business meeting for such a discussion.  These ideas, which had been discussed in the past, had general support of the directors present as being of critical importance now.  It was agreed to send a letter to all directors soliciting their ideas and support and suggesting action before the end of the year if supported.  Ben Fisher, as Acting Chair, was instructed to send such a letter to all directors requesting their prompt response and support.  This was approved by the directors present and later circulated to all directors and approved.
Ben C. Fisher, Acting Chair





