The Honorable Michael K. Powell, March 8, 2004
Chairman

Federal Communications Commission

445 12™ Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

The International Telecommunication Union, Radiocommunication Bureau’s (ITU-R) Study
Group 6 operates 10 Working Parties and Task Groups on Broadcasting technical standards. All
of these Working Parties will meet in Geneva, Switzerland from April 21 to May 7, 2004. Many
of us in the private sector will be attending these meetings as U.S. delegates in support of the
United States ITU-R positions.

We understand that the FCC is considering reducing its ITU-R staff participation for these 2004
Block Meetings from three or four attendees to only one broadly based technical expert. Since
the U.S. Administration officially represents the USA in the ITU, this shortage of FCC
representation is a very serious problem due to the highly technical nature of the ITU-R work.
Experience has demonstrated that one, or even two, FCC representatives cannot possibly cover
the many parallel meetings and coordinate the United States participation in these 11 Study
Group 6 Working Parties and Task Groups.

The ITU-R Sector Members, private sector companies, and individual technical experts
participating in the work of the United States ITU-R Study Group 6 listed below are supporters of
the United States at the ITU-R in all of its Working Parties, Task Groups, and ad hoc groups.
Study Group 6 on Broadcasting covers not only classic terrestrial broadcasting, but is also
responsible for the rapidly developing technologies of DTH satellite broadcasting, digital radio,
digital television, HDTV, and digital production, post production, recording, multi-media,
interactive television, quality assessment, and a number of related technologies.

As the world makes the digital transition we are faced with massive changes in AM, FM, short-
wave radio, digital television, HDTV, and Large Screen Digital Imagery (LSDI), as well as
emerging issues on copy protection, privacy, and news gathering, all of which the ITU-R SG-6 is
studying. European and Asian Administrations are always well represented in this new digital
technology, and they challenge the USA in every aspect of the work of the ITU-R SG-6.

The competitive position of the United States today has been achieved through cooperation by
our government and private sectors promoting U.S. technologies and policies at such international
meetings. If we are to maintain and advance our competitive advantage, that joint cooperation
must continue. The experience and technical expertise of the FCC staff is essential in achieving
US. goals at the ITU. The topics are highly technical and lead to worldwide ITU
Recommendations essential to the economic interests of the U.S. The private sector supports the
country at the ITU, but without strong FCC staff support we cannot succeed.

Thus, we respectfully ask that you reconsider any decision to reduce the FCC’s representation at
the upcoming ITU-R SG-6 block meetings in April 2004, and authorize at least three FCC
technical experts to attend these ITU-R Study Group 6 Block meetings to lead the U.S.
Delegation.



Respectfully,
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